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1902-1905 1904, Mr. Balfour reiterated Ms pledge to introduce no fiscal change
Age 49-53 ^ ^Q present Parliament and announced further that three events
must precede any such reform. First he must be returned to Parlia-
ment by a majority. Secondly a Colonial Conference was to be
called, and thirdly any fiscal agreement concluded at the Conference
was to be the subject of a further general election. In 1905
Ministers allowed Free Trade resolutions to be carried without let
or hindrance and absented themselves from the House en masse.
On a long view Mr. Balfour's Fabian strategy has been condemned
as profoundly unwise. It is hardly open to doubt that the cataclysm
of 1905-1906 owed much of its torrential force to the public
impatience provoked by Ms delays and evasions. At the time this
consequence was not foreseen and the exasperating virtuosity of the
Prime Minister held and fascinated all beholders.